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I.  Demographic situation

Ageing in Germany: Elderly Germans and foreigners (aged 60plus)

Source: Federal Statistical Office of Germany, Wiesbaden – Population adjustment.
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II.  Data base

The German Aging Survey 2002:
- Standardized interviews with Germans (n=3084) and foreigners (n=586)

aged between 40 and 85 years 
living in private households in Germany

- Characteristics of the Foreigner Sample: 
German language skills required for interview 
inconsistency with regard to foreign nationality 
no stratification (age, gender, region), no selection (nationality) 

=> Serious limitations!

- Here: comparison migrant (n=752) vs. non-migrant (n=2904)
Definition of migrant: Born/grown up in a foreign country



III.  Theoretical background

Hypotheses on intergenerational relationships in migration:

- Intergenerationally differing acculturation levels (cultural conflict)
- Individualisation in modernisation process
- Consequences of transnational family fragmentation 
- Stress in migration/integration process („family de-solidarisation“)

1. Family cohesion:

2. Family alienation/conflict: 

- Family-collectivistic cultural background 
- Strategy of retreat in stressful migration/integration process 
(family as counterworld: „family solidarisation“)
- Ethnic revival/ethnic retreat in old age



IV. Research approach: Determinants of intergenerational relations

1. Context of origin:
Country of origin

2. Migration context:
Language skills,
legal status, duration of stay

3. Individual characteristics and life situation:
Parent: Age, education, income/life standard, health status, marital status, 

number of children

Adult child: Employment status, marital status, existence of children

4. Relationship charact.:
Gender of dyad, affection, 
frequency of contact, 
proximity

5. Cultural attitude:
Normative family responsibility towards

the elderly

Parent-adult child
relations



First research question:

Differences – similarities?



V. Descriptive results:

Geographical proximity (adult child living closest)
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V. Descriptive results:

Emotional closeness (non-coresident, emotionally closest adult child)
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V. Descriptive results:

Conflict with other persons (non-coresident family, %)
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V. Descriptive results:

Receipt and donation of support (exchange between 40 to 85-year olds and 
their non-coresident adult children in the year prior to interview; %)

Source: German Aging Survey 2002; Migrants: n = 752; Non-Migrants: n = 2904; controlled for existence.
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Second research question:

Explaining differences -
context of origin, cultural attitude, or need and resources?



V. Results of multivariate logistic regression analysis

Financial transfer to adult non-coresident child (1=yes, 0=no)

Bivariate N
Country of origin
(Ref.: non-migrants) (3271)

Turkey ***.278 115
Former SU **.542 110
Former YU 1.078 80
Italy *.240 33

Cultural attitude
(Ref.: little/no family orientation) (3167)

High family orientation ***.605 733

Income
(Ref.: 1st quintile) (684)

2nd quintile ***2.394 738
3rd quintile ***1.991 687
4th quintile ***4.453 719
5th quintile ***5.109 719

Source: German Aging Survey 2002, dyadic data; *** p<.01, ** p<.05, *p<.10.

Multivariate²
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V. Results of multivariate logistic regression analysis

Coresidence with adult child (1=yes, 0=no)

Bivariate N
Country of origin
(Ref.: non-migrants) (3271)

Turkey ***2.210 115
Former SU ***1.740 110
Former YU 1.230 80
Italy ***2.343 33

Cultural attitude
(Ref.: little/no family orientation) (3167)

High family orientation 1.080 733

Income
(Ref.: 1st quintile) (684)

2nd quintile .829 738
3rd quintile ***.728 687
4th quintile ***.654 719
5th quintile ***.644 719

Source: German Aging Survey 2002, dyadic data; *** p<.01, ** p<.05, *p<.10.

Multivariate²
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VI. Conclusion 

1. Migrant families: Cohesion rather than alienation/conflict;
- large similarities between migrants and non-migrants;  
- main differences in proximity and financial support behaviour

2. Differences: Response to socio-economic and certain cultural differences 

3. Demands and challenges for research on aging:
- Acknowledgement of population heterogeneity;
- Further specification of needs/resources for socio-political interventions;
- Differentiation between cultural influences and structural conditions
for a better understanding of migrant families (in later life).



Thank you for your attention





Distribution of main sociodemographic variables in the German Aging Survey (%)
Migrants Non-Migrants Foreigners Germans

Agegroup (n=752) (n=2904) (n=586) (n=3084)

40-54 years 56,1 42,3 59,2 42,3
55-69 years 31,8 35,9 32,1 35,7
70-85 years 12,1 21,8 8,7 22,0

Sex
female 48,9 52,8 48,0 52,9
male 51,1 47,2 52,0 47,1

Country of origin/nationality
Germany 11,7 100,0 14,3 (+5,1) 100,0
Turkey 13,8 16,2
Former SU 16,9 6,1
Former YU 11,8 11,4
Italy 6,9 8,0
Others 38,9 38,9


